
Thoroughly Clean Your Wood Deck Before Staining
A beautifully maintained wood deck enhances the look of a house and the general outdoor environment that surrounds it. Proper cleaning and staining

of a wood deck will allow you to enjoy it for many years. Whether you're entertaining or enjoying quiet times with your family, a properly maintained

deck enhances any occasion.  Pressure cleaning is an efficient way to get your wood deck looking great. Decks take a beating throughout the year,

especially in climates where there are extremes in temperature and weather conditions. Wood decks face constant exposure to the elements. Sunlight,

grime, dust and mildew, as well as animal and human traffic, constantly bombard a deck's surface. On top of that, add the wearing effects of rain, ice

and snow. All these things cause wood to break down and deteriorate.  All these factors can cause substances to become embedded in the wood.

When it comes time to wash your deck, either as part of a general cleaning or to get it ready for staining, you're likely to find it's not an easy job. While

common household cleaners may get rid of some surface dirt and grime, they can't do the heavy-duty cleaning that pressure washing can.  Think of

what you've seen accumulate on your wood deck. More than likely, you've seen tree sap, bird droppings and greasy substances that have found a

home on your deck. In addition, there are often rust stains from metal clasps, braces and nails. There is quite a buildup of residue on a wood deck's

surface. This is the case whether it's coated or uncoated. Coated wood decks tend to lose their coating eventually and require refinishing as they

accumulate dirt and stains.  The best way to get all of these unwanted substances off fast is to use a pressure washing system. A quality power

washing apparatus can save you time and money. The force of the water action, concentrated to provide maximum cleaning power, means you get the

job done faster. The water pressure does the nitty-gritty work, so you don't have to use expensive de-greasers or other cleaning agents as much, if at

all.  Pressure washing provides the optimally clean surface condition that is needed before you can stain your wood deck. Staining provides increased

protection from the elements, but there is no use attempting to stain your wood deck if it still has dirt and other harmful residue. When you stain wood

that is still dirty, you trap damaging particles on it. This causes it to deteriorate as these particles continue to infiltrate the wood under the stain coating.

Power washing eliminates unwanted substances so your staining solution covers an ultra-clean surface. This makes your deck's finish appear

attractive and vibrant.  Pressure cleaning of a wood deck is a wise alternative to scrubbing with corrosive cleansers. Many cleansers can themselves

cause wood to wear and have a dull look. Power washing can do a job quickly and thoroughly, leaving the original wood free of harsh chemicals and

abrasives. When you use a power washer of proper pressure for the size and type of your wood deck, you are using a powerful solution for getting

stubborn stains out.  A quality power washer with a wide fan tip works well on wood decks. The wide fan tip will promote even spraying, which is safer

for wood fibers. A good pressure washing system will get rid of mildew, fungus and penetrating dirt that cause wood to break down.  When you clean

your deck, consider a pressure washing system. Its focused, powerful cleaning action can eliminate the need for detergents. That makes power

washing environmentally friendly and efficient at the same time. With pressure washing, you have an immaculate looking deck. And because power

washing is fast, you have more time to spend enjoying that beautiful deck.
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Learn more about deck cleaning and proper deck maintenance at http://www.opwdecks.com or contact Shane Hester at

http://www.webfirstcreations.com to get your own construction website.
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